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Local Nutrient Mitigation Funding 
 
The Government has opened its latest bidding round for Local Nutrient Mitigation 
Funding (Round 2). Further information can be found here: Local Nutrient Mitigation 
Fund – Round 2 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
The partnership will be submitting a bid for funding later this month, this will help deliver 
mitigation solutions and nutrient credits across the following four affected catchments: 
 

 River Eden SAC 
 River Derwent and Bassenthwaite Lake SAC 
 River Kent SAC 
 Esthwaite Water Ramsar 

 
The types of solutions that are likely to be included in the bid are: 
 

 Nature based solutions including riparian buffers and wetlands 
 Package Treatment Plant replacements 
 Treatment wetlands at appropriate Wastewater treatment works 
 Land use changes on identified sites 
 Reverse osmosis solutions at appropriate WWTWs (working with Salinity 

Solutions) 
 
Solutions will be delivered through legal agreements (e.g. S106), conservation 
covenants (where an authority or partner has Responsible Body status) and through the 
sale of credits via a special purpose vehicle which is currently being established.  
 
Mitigation Solutions Report 
 
The final draft of the Mitigation Solutions Report, produced by Ricardo AEA will be 
available on the NN website shortly.  
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The Report highlights the main sources of phosphorous pollution in the 4 affected NN 
catchments and identifies potential mitigation solutions which can offset new 
development. It does not however take into account the impact of United Utilities 
improvements at wastewater treatment works through their Technically Achievable 
Limits project; as the list of WWTWs was only published in January 2024. The overall 
requirement for mitigation across the catchments is likely to be lower when this is 
considered.  
 
Ricardo will be producing an update to the report shortly to take this, and other latest 
legislation, guidance and data, into account.  
 
Pre-feasibility Assessments 
 
Over the past few months, the Partnership has been identifying potential mitigation sites 
by: 

 Considering opportunities identified in the draft Mitigation Solutions 
Report; 

 Considering sites submitted through the call for sites; 
 Direct engagement with landowners 

 
Of the sites identified so far… 
 

 14 sites have been sent for screening assessment to Natural England, who have 
considered their suitability for a range of nature based solutions; 

 21 sites have been sent for pre-feasibility assessment by Haskoning DHV who 
have considered their potential for a range of nature-based solutions and 
estimated delivery costs; 

 23 sites have been identified as having potential to provide mitigation solutions 
(mainly land use changes or wetlands); 

 13 have been identified as not being suitable for solutions or the likely p savings 
that could be made are too low to make a solution viable 

 
The Haskoning pre-feasibility Report is due imminently. We will contact those who 
submitted sites through the call for sites (including those whose sites won’t be taken any 
further) in May 2024.  
 
Whilst the formal call for sites has ended, landowners are able to submit sites for 
consideration at any time as we will need to identify a rolling supply of mitigation 
solutions. If you have a site within an affected NN catchment that you would like to be 
considered please contact me at the address below. 
 
Occupancy Rate Review 
 
The Partnership has appointed Robin Miller of Understanding Data to carry out a review 
of the occupancy rates used in Natural England’s Nutrient Budget Calculator. The 
calculators currently assume occupancy rates of 2.4.  
 
The Partnership is currently reviewing the draft report and seeking views of Natural 
England. It is hoped that the final report will be published on 1st May and will be made 
available on the NN website above. 
 
Package Treatment Plant Replacements/improvements 
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A guidance note has been produced by the Partnership that sets out how replacing and 
improving septic tanks and package treatment plants, in the right circumstances, can 
deliver nutrient neutrality mitigation.  
 
The guidance note will be used by the Cumbrian authorities when decision making and 
is available here: http://nutrientneutralitynw.co.uk.  
 
In May 2024 the LDNPA will be leading a call for sites to identify sites where PTP 
upgrades could provide nutrient credits. Further details will be available in due course.  
 
New Nutrient Calculators 
Natural England have produced new nutrient calculators which make it easier to 
calculate the amount of phosphorous needed to offset new developments.  
 
The calculators can be found on our website (on each individual catchment page): at 
http://nutrientneutralitynw.co.uk 
 
 
Nature Based Solutions Guidance 
Natural England have also produced guidance on the following nature based solutions: 

 Agroforestry 
 Riparian Buffer strips 
 River Channel Naturalisation 
 Engineered log jams 

 
The guidance is available at the link below and also on our NN website above: 
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6680815300509696 
 
 
Contacts 
If you require further information or would like to be removed from the NN circulation list, 
please contact Leanne Parr, Catchment Nutrients Officer at: 
leanne.parr@lakedistrict.gov.uk 


