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Nutrient Neutrality  
Update 21 December 2023 
 
The Nutrient Neutrality Project Board continues to meet monthly, the latest meeting was 
held on 1st December 2023.  
 
Mitigation Solutions Report 
 
The draft Mitigation Solutions Report has been reviewed by the Project Board and 
comments have been shared with Ricardo AEA who are producing the final document. 
An updated, final draft is expected on 9th January 2024. Once the Project Board has 
signed off the final Report this will be made available at the website above. 
 
The Report highlights the main sources of phosphorous pollution in the 4 affected NN 
catchments and identifies potential mitigation solutions which can offset new 
development.  
 
Call for Sites 
 
Thank you to those who participated in our recent call for sites which ended on 30th 
November 2023. A good response was received with a total of 61 sites submitted for 
consideration as biodiversity net gain and/or Nutrient Neutrality sites. 
 
Officers from Cumberland Council, the Lake District National Park Authority, 
Westmorland and Furness Council have carried out an initial review of sites put forward 
for NN solutions alongside Natural England. Sites that are considered to be suitable in 
principle and which offer a realistic prospect of enabling phosphorous reductions in an 
affected NN catchment, will now be taken forward to pre-feasibility assessment stage.  
 
Pre-feasibility assessments will be carried out by Haskoning DHV or Natural England.  
Agreement will be sought from the person who submitted the site before any data 
submitted is shared. 
 
Developer Working Group 
 
Thank you to those who have taken part in our developer working group sessions this 
year. The Group have been meeting monthly since July to discuss the impacts of NN on 



the ground in terms of housing delivery, share experience and provide updates on the 
local mitigation solutions project.  
 
Occupancy Rate Review 
 
In early 2024 the Project Board will consider appointing consultants to carry out a review 
of the occupancy rates used in Natural England’s Nutrient Budget Calculator. The 
calculators currently assume occupancy rates of 2.4 however this may not be reflective 
of local circumstances and may result in an over-estimation of the amount of mitigation 
required to offset new housing development. The Project Board is keen to ensure a 
consistent approach across Cumbria where possible. Further updates will be provided in 
due course. 
 
Package Treatment Plant Replacements/improvements 
 
A guidance note is being prepared that sets out how replacing and improving septic 
tanks and package treatment plants in the right circumstances can provide nutrient 
neutrality mitigation. The document is currently being reviewed by partners and will be 
made publicly available in January/February 2024. In addition, the Project Board is 
considering undertaking  a Package Treatment Plant Call for Sites to build up a possible 
bank of shorter term interventions.  
 
LPA Training Event 
 
The Catchment Nutrients Officer is working with colleagues from the Cumbria Planning 
Training Scheme to organise a nutrient neutrality and biodiversity net gain training event 
primarily for local planning authority Development Management staff. The event will be 
held on 17th January 2024. 
 
Funding 
 
The Government has announced that there will be a further application round for local 
mitigation solutions funding in early 2024. At this stage the amount of funding to be 
made available is unknown. The partnership has begun developing a bid for funding 
which will be key to delivering mitigation solutions in the affected Cumbrian catchments. 
 
Delivering Mitigation Solutions 
 
Cumbrian local planning authorities  and partners are working closely together to 
determine the most effective way of delivering solutions across the affected catchments, 
one option that is being explored is the creation of a local credit scheme where 
developers can purchase credits as NN mitigation. Further information will be shared in 
due course.  
 

 
 
Thank you to all partners who have engaged and provided input into the local mitigation 
solutions project this year. We wish you a Merry Christmas and all the best for 2024. 
 
 
Contacts 



If you require further information or would like to be removed from the NN circulation list, 
please contact Leanne Parr, Catchment Nutrients Officer at 
leanne.parr@lakedistrict.gov.uk 


