north west

Nutrient Neutrality
Update 10 October 2023

Relevant to all affected local authorities and partners

The Nutrient Neutrality Project Board continues to meet monthly, the latest meeting was
held on 6" October 2023.

Amendments to the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill

In our October meeting partners discussed the implications of the House of Lords
decision to reject Government proposals to remove the requirement for nutrient
neutrality through amendments to the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill. The latest
Government statement on the decision can be found below".

Whilst Ministers have stated their intention to remove the requirement for NN through
new primary legislation and move towards more strategic Habitat Site restoration
through Protected Site Strategies and the Natural England Mitigation scheme, nutrient
neutrality requirements continue to apply in the meantime, and it’s therefore “business
as usual” in terms of determining planning applications.

The Partnership discussed measures that could be taken to help developers deliver
mitigation whilst there is still a requirement to do so, and how the work we are doing
could aid Habitat Site restoration in the medium and long term should legislation change.

Funding

The Government had indicated in May 2023 that each catchment could apply for upto
£10 million from its Local Mitigation Fund to help deliver NN mitigation and unlock
development. The Project Board was intending to submit a bid for the funding later this
year to deliver both nature-based solutions such as wetlands and woodlands and “grey”
solutions such as package treatment plant improvements/replacements. It's now unclear
whether this funding will still be available following the Government’s announcement.

Whilst we await further announcements from Government the partnership will continue
to look for opportunities to help deliver mitigation through alternative funding sources.

Call for Sites

! https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nutrient-neutrality-update




A call for sites was recently launched by all Cumbrian authorities. This allows people
with sites that could be suitable for biodiversity net gain and/or Habitat Site restoration to
express an interest in exploring this further.

Land that is suitable for Habitat Site restoration may also be suitable for Nutrient
Neutrality mitigation solutions if the land is upstream of development areas. Where there
is landowner agreement, suitable sites could be used to offset development in the short
term but could also be included in any longer term Protected Site Strategy or Restoration
Plan.

Please note that sites submitted for BNG will be considered by the relevant Planning
Authority. Submitting a site doesn’t place any commitment on the landowners or Local
Authorities at this stage.

The deadline for submitting sites has been extended until 30*" November 2023. Further
information can be found here: https://www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/planning/call-for-sites

Portfolio of Solutions

The Partnership has started to develop a portfolio of mitigation solutions and sites. This
will form part of a Habitat Site Restoration and Phosphorous Reduction Action Plan
which will build on the Mitigation Solutions Report and Catchment Plans for the area. An
invitation to tender for pre-feasibility assessment of emerging mitigation sites has been
advertised and we expect to have consultants appointed to carry out the work next
month.

Package Treatment Plant Replacement Grant Scheme

Prior to the Government’s announcement, the Project Board was investigating the
feasibility of developing a PTP Replacement grant scheme across the 4 nutrient
neutrality catchment areas. Replacing or improving inefficient septic tanks and PTPs is
seen as a relatively easy way to reduce phosphorous entering the water environment. It
could also provide NN credits that developers could purchase to offset any harm caused
by their developments.

This month, we will produce a guidance note for developers which sets out how PTP
improvement/replacement can be used as mitigation. This will be available on the
website shortly. In the meantime, we will develop a register of permitted septic
tanks/PTPs which are upstream of the following areas of development within the
catchment but which may be considered to be inefficient:

River Eden Catchment
e Carlisle

Penrith

Glenridding

Pooley Bridge

Kirkby Stephen

Appleby

River Derwent and Bassenthwaite Lake Catchment
e Keswick



The register can then be used to deliver a matching scheme, where developers are able
to negotiate improvements/replacements directly with the owner.

If you are the owner of any permitted package treatment plants or septic tanks that meet
the criteria above and would like to register your interest in the matching scheme please
contact me at the email address below. In order to be considered the system should be
operating at or above the default baseline for expected performance and should not be
failing. Registering an interest does not commit you or the Partnership to take any further
action at this stage.

Mitigation Solutions Report

The draft Mitigation Solutions Report has unfortunately been delayed; the first full draft is
now anticipated on 17t October. The draft will be shared with the Project Board, our
Developer Working Group and local Rivers Trusts for comment. The final version will
then be publicly available on our website in Mid-November.

LPA Training Event

The Catchment Nutrients Officer is working with colleagues from the Cumbria Planning
Training Scheme to organise a nutrient neutrality training event primarily for local
planning authority Development Management staff. It is hoped that this event will be
held in December. Further information will be made available in due course.

Contacts
If you require further information, please contact Leanne Parr, Catchment Nutrients
Officer at leanne.parr@lakedistrict.gov.uk




